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PAGE 01 SANTIA 01461 222057Z 
ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /056 W 

222101 002939/75 

P R 222020Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 
TO USCINCSO QUARRY HTS CZ PRIORITY 
SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3550 
INFO AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
AMEMBASSY LIMA 
AMEMBASSY QUITO 

CONFIDENTIAL SANTIAGO 1461 

FOR LT. GEN. MC AULIFFE FROM AMBASSADOR POPPER 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, Cl 

SUBJECT: USCINCSO TRAVEL TO LATIN AMERICA 

REF: USCINCSO QUARRY HTS CZ MESSAGE 182205Z FEB. 1977 (NOT SENT TO 
DEPARTMENT) 

1 . 1 APPRECIATE YOUR INFORMING ME AND OTHERS CONCERNED THAT THE 
PERUVIAN GOVERNMENT HAS SENT YOU AN INVITATION FOR AN OFFICIAL 
VISIT FEB. 28 TO MARCH 4. 1 ASSUME THAT ANY CHANGE IN PLANS 
AT THIS STAGE WOULD BE DIFFICULT, BUT I WOULD URGE YOU TO CONSIDER 
THE FOLLOWING IN THIS REGARD. 

2. THERE IS NO INDICATION IN YOUR CABLE THAT THE TRIP HAS BEEN 
DISCUSSED WITH THE STATE DEPARTMENT. I HOPE IT WAS. I SAY THIS 
BECAUSE - FROM OUR VIEWPOINT HERE IN SANTIAGO - SUCH A HIGH 
VISIBILITY VISIT TO LIMA AT THIS TIME CREATES REAL PROBLEMS. 

THE VISIT WILL HAVE POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OF A VERY SENSITIVE 
NATURE, GIVEN THE REGIONAL SECURITY TENSIONS IN THE AREA. REGARDLESS 
OF DISCLAIMERS ON OUR PART, THE CHILEANS WILL QUESTION THE ANNOUNCED 
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RATIONALE FOR IT. IT WOULD BE PREFERABLE TO POSTPONE THE VISIT. 

AT LEAST UNTIL THE NEW ADMINISTRATION HAS ESTABLISHED ITS GENERAL 
POLICY WITH RESPECT TO THE SOUTHERN CONE (PARTICULARLY AS REGARDS 
ARMS PURCHASES AND HUMAN RIGHTS). 

3. MORE SPECIFICALLY, THE CHILEANS WILL VERY PROBABLY CONSTRUE 
YOUR VISIT AS A DEMONSTRATION OF A US TILT TOWARD PERU, AT A MOMENT 
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WHEN THEY (THE CHILEANS) ARE INCREASINGLY CONCERNED WITH PERU'S 
SUPERIORITY IN ARMAMENT, AND WHEN PERUVIAN FOREIGN MINISTER DE 
LA PUENTE HAS JUST CONCLUDED FRIENDLY TALKS IN WASHINGTON. THIS 
CANNOT BE AVOIDED WHEN YOUR VISIT FOLLOWS SO CLOSELY ON THE SU-22 
PERUVIAN ARMS PURCHASE FROM THE SOVIETS, THE CULMINATION - 
THUS FAR - OF AN INCREASING PERUVIAN RELIANCE ON SOVIET 
WEAPONRY. THE CHILEANS WILL THUS BE LED TO CONCLUDE THAT 
THE US IS DEPARTING STILL FURTHER FROM ITS FORMER POLICY OF EVEN- 
HANDEDNESS. THIS WILL BE A DESTABILIZING FACTOR. 

4. 1 APPRECIATE YOUR SUGGESTION THAT IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN THE 
EVEN-HANDED POSTURE I INFORM THE GOC OF YOUR WILLINGNESS TO 
ACCEPT AN INVITATION TO VISIT HERE. I AM SURE THAT THE JUNTA WOULD 
BE GLAD TO INVITE YOU, IF I SHOULD APPROACH THEM ON THIS MATTER. 
HOWEVER, I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT A HIGH-LEVEL MILITARY VISIT TO 
CHILE WOULD BE ADVISABLE AT A TIME WHEN CURRENT U.S.- CHILEAN 
RELATIONS ARE STRAINED BECAUSE OF THE GOC'S HUMAN RIGHTS PRACTICES. 
I SUSPECT THIS JUDGMENT WOULD BE SHARED IN WASHINGTON, AND I 
SERIOUSLY DOUBT WE COULD OBTAIN USG APPROVAL. 

5. 1 REGRET HAVING TO RAISE THESE CONSIDERATIONS, BUT I BELIEVE 
WE OWE IT TO ALL CONCERNED TO DO SO. WARM REGARDS. 

POPPER 
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